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CHAPTER 1 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
1.1 Background Of Study 
 The construction industry plays a very important role in the development and 
progress of the country. Skilled professionals needed to ensure that the industry continues 
to develop and grow rapidly (THYE, 2016). The construction industry is a major sector on 
contributing to economic growth and employment growth. In addition, both these sectors 
have so many employees that compared to other sectors that exist in our country. It is well 
known that the main driving force in increasing the productivity of the country's workers. 
But to what extent they are aware of the importance of safety and health at work? 
Employment and labor statistics, 2016 issued by the Labor Department showed a total of 
1.2 million people involve in construction industries.  
 
  According to (Abdullah, 2011), safety means a situation that is protected or avoid 
from harm, disaster or disturbance that may result in an accident. Other means in the 
context of sheltered from the disaster or incident related to health and economy. Safety can 
be categories into several such as consumer safety, community safety, workers safety and 
National Safety. The purpose of safety is to avoid worker from being harm, to protect the 
community or surrounding from exposed to dangerous, to provide a good and well 
arrangement material and work. In construction safety is important to protect worker and 
company from any miscellaneous losses take can affect the property and life. Therefore the 
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government established a new department namely as Department of Occupational Safety 
and Health (DOSH) in 1995 accordance section 8, Occupational Safety and Health Act 
1994 (Malaysia, 1994). The Act 514 is the guideline for the contractor to implement and 
apply on their construction site.  DOSH responsible to record the miscellaneous accident 
and inspection on site to make sure the contractor follow rule of regulation according 
application of safety equipment to minimize the number of death refer Figure 1.1 accident 
by sector in 2016 reported by DOSH. Either the site is safety or not to work, the 
performance on the site will be audit by the DOSH according evaluation on rating 
performance table.        
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Figure 1.1 Accidents employment by sector in years 2016       
Source: (http://www.dosh.gov.my/index.php/en/occupational-accident-statistics/by 
sector) 
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 As we see in the newspapers, almost every day there is news about an accident at 
work that happen in daily life. This has affected the development of the country 
productivity to generate a variety of risks faced by workers, especially workers in the 
construction area. According to Department of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH), 
statistics of occupational accidents by sector years 2016 have shown in Figure 1.2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
